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SDG INDICATOR 6.5.1: MONITORING GUIDE
DEGREE OF INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT (IWRM) IMPLEMENTATION







This guide provides an overview of the processes for completing and submitting the SDG indicator 6.5.1 survey (2023 version). This guide should be read by all SDG indicator 6.5.1 Focal Points. The survey and this monitoring guide are available in English, French, Spanish, Arabic, Portuguese, Russian, and Chinese. Additional (optional) supporting materials are referenced from the text, and a summary table of these can be found in Annex 1. All materials are available from the IWRM Data Portal.
1.  ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: FOCAL POINTS
The SDG indicator 6.5.1 Focal Point has overall responsibility for coordinating the monitoring process, including stakeholder consultation (see section 5), and submitting draft and final surveys to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), as the custodian agency for the indicator (see section 6). In most countries, Focal Points are affiliated with the ministry responsible for water resources management, although sometimes they are from the National Statistical Office (NSO).[footnoteRef:1] In such cases, it is highly recommended that a ‘supporting’ Focal Point is nominated that is affiliated with the ministry for water resources (or similar). The Focal Point will likely work with colleagues in an ‘indicator team’, and may engage or appoint a ‘facilitator’ to run consultation processes (see section 5).  [1:  The standardised United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD) Metadata Sheet for 6.5.1 may be relevant for NSOs.] 

2.  AVAILABLE SUPPORT
Most countries are expected to have the capacity to complete and submit the 6.5.1 survey, drawing on the available supporting materials (see Annex 1), as needed. In addition, any queries can be directed to the SDG 6.5.1 IWRM Help Desk, hosted by UNEP, at iwrmsdg651@un.org. 
Countries wishing to apply for further technical and financial assistance to complete the survey through the SDG 6 IWRM Support Programme, can express their interest via the Help Desk and sdg6iwrmsp@gwp.org. The Support Programme has so far supported over 70 countries to strengthen their stakeholder consultation processes for reporting on indicator 6.5.1.
3.  BUILDING ON PREVIOUS REPORTING ROUNDS
186 countries have submitted SDG 6.5.1 surveys across 2017 and 2020, which can be downloaded here. During the 2023 reporting round, Focal Points and colleagues are encouraged to build on previous submissions. Word versions of previous country surveys are available on request through the Help Desk. A list of minor differences between the 2023 survey and previous surveys can be found in Annex 2.

4.  COORDINATION ACROSS SDG 6 AND WATER-RELATED TARGETS AND INDICATORS
As various questions in the 6.5.1 survey relate to different aspects of water resources use and management, it is preferable that Focal Points responsible for other SDG 6 indicators, and other water-related indicators, are given the opportunity to participate in completing the survey. Reporting on all SDG 6 indicators is coordinated by UN-Water through the Integrated Monitoring Initiative for SDG 6 (IMI-SDG6). Under the initiative, most countries have “Overall Focal Points” (OFPs) for SDG 6, and “Technical Focal Points” (TFPs) for each indicator. Contact details of OFPs and TFPs are available on request through the Help Desk. A list of which survey questions are particularly related to other SDG indicators is provided in Annex 3.
5.  CONSULTATION PROCESS
A broad stakeholder engagement process to complete the survey is strongly encouraged. This helps to ensure a robust and accurate report. Experience from previous rounds tells us that countries have found the consultation process useful in developing a shared understanding of key issues and priorities among various stakeholders. Broad stakeholder engagement also makes the completed survey a more useful diagnostic tool for further discussions and planning (see section 7). Considerations in the stakeholder consultation process include: 
· Stakeholder groups: government and non-government stakeholders across relevant sectors and levels. Potentially varying levels of engagement with different groups. 
· Sequencing: in series, in parallel, or most likely a blend of both.
· Format: in-person, online, or a blend of both. 
· Best practices: how to make the consultation process inclusive, fair, consensus-based, and transparent. 
Further information and guidance are provided in the Stakeholder Consultation Manual, which also includes an example Workshop Agenda, an optional Consultation Report Template (if useful), and Terms of Reference (ToR) for a Facilitator. Additional tools and materials include: one-page survey overview; online IWRM survey tool; 2017 and 2020 two-page country summaries; training for facilitators course for SDG 6.5.1 (free, self-paced online course on running stakeholder consultations, available in English, French and Spanish, approximately 4-6 hours commitment); gender checklist. 



6.  SUBMISSION AND QUALITY ASSURANCE
The submission process is as follows: 
1. Interim Drafts: Focal Points are encouraged to share “Interim Drafts” with the Help Desk for informal feedback and clarifications.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  File name format: CountryName_651_2023_2-letter-language-code_INTERIM-DRAFT_ver.X_ddmmyyy.docx] 

2. Final Draft: Focal Points are responsible for submitting a completed Final Draft survey to the Help Desk at iwrmsdg651@un.org. Relevant national approval process should be followed.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  File name format: CountryName_651_2023_2-letter-language-code_FINAL-DRAFT_ver.X_ddmmyyy.docx] 

3. Quality Assurance (QA): the Help Desk will undertake standard QA procedures (available on request) to check that the survey has been properly completed, with correct calculation of indicator scores. 
4. Finalisation: once the Focal Point and the Help Desk are satisfied that all QA criteria have been met, the Help Desk will mark the survey as “Final” and share it with the Focal Point. 
The deadline for submitting the Final Draft is 1st October 2023. Any variations to timelines will be communicated to the Focal Points from the Help Desk. Focal Points are invited to keep the Help Desk informed of progress, and should notify the Help Desk if there are challenges meeting the deadlines. 
Upon request, the Help Desk can provide support to the Focal Points on matters such as interpretation of questions and thresholds, the appropriate level of stakeholder engagement, and support with submissions. A simple calculation template is available to ensure correct calculation of dimension and indicator scores. 


7. AFTER SUBMISSION 
The monitoring process takes place approximately every 3 years[footnoteRef:4]. After each monitoring round, UNEP and partners have the responsibility to: [4:  2017, 2020, 2023, and expected 2026 and 2030. ] 

· Make the results available via the IWRM Data Portal and prepare global status reports.    
· Report data to the UN Statistical Division for tracking progress towards the SDGs.
SDG 6.5.1 Focal Points are encouraged to share the outcomes, advocate for resources and discuss the way forward with relevant decision-makers, making use of the country summaries available on the IWRM Data Portal. See the supporting document “Follow-up: building on the survey” for further guidance and information (forthcoming). 
The SDG 6 IWRM Support Programme offers technical and financial assistance to a limited number of countries in developing an IWRM Action Plan. Interested countries can contact the Support Programme for more information (sdg6iwrmsp@gwp.org) and view existing IWRM Action Plans on the Results Map. 
Countries are encouraged to engage with neighbours to exchange experiences and discuss opportunities for collaboration. The SDG 6 IWRM Support Programme can support work with regional bodies to co-develop assessments and products to help advance IWRM implementation at national and regional levels.


ANNEXES
[bookmark: _ANNEX_1:_SUMMARY]ANNEX 1: SUMMARY OF ADDITIONAL / OPTIONAL SUPPORTING MATERIAL
The following table provides a summary of optional resources that the Focal Point and colleagues may wish to pick and choose from, should they require further information, guidance, or tools. It is not necessary to read all these documents to successfully complete the 6.5.1 survey.
	SDG 651 2023 - 
Supporting Materials
	Description
	Languages*

	Summary supporting materials in different formats

	Summary Videos
	Summarising the content of this Monitoring Guide in short videos (3-5 minutes each).
	All

	Summary Presentation
	Combined presentation of above videos. 
	All

	Support to completing the survey

	Survey Overview
	One page overview
	All

	Calculation Template
	Optional to support correct calculation of dimension and indicator scores.
	EN

	Gender checklist
	Checklist to support discussion on status of gender mainstreaming in WRM (to support completion of survey question 2.2d)
	All

	Stakeholder Consultation and Communication

	Country Summaries
	2-page visual summaries of results from 2017 and 2020 per country.
	All

	Stakeholder Consultation Manual
	Further information and guidance on suggested stakeholder consultation processes for SDG 6.5.1 reporting
	All

	
	Annex 1 – Online IWRM Survey Tool
Annex 2 – Example Workshop Agenda 
Annex 3 – Optional Consultation Report Template
Annex 4 – Example Facilitator ToR 

	Training for Facilitators course for SDG 6.5.1
	Self-paced, free, online course (4-6hrs commitment)
	EN, ES, FR

	Support Package
	On request, for those countries receiving technical/financial support through the SDG 6 IWRM Support Programme.** 
	EN, ES, FR


* All materials are available in English, French, Spanish, Arabic, Portuguese, Russian, and Chinese, unless stated otherwise.
** The Support Package makes use of many of the other supporting materials in this table, as well as providing additional guidance on engaging a facilitator, and specifying other requirements for receiving financial assistance.
[bookmark: _ANNEX_2:_DIFFERENCES]ANNEX 2: DIFFERENCES IN THE SURVEY BETWEEN REPORTING ROUNDS
	2017 
	2020 
	2023

	Qs 1.2d & 2.2f: sub-national laws and institutions respectively, for federal countries only.  
	The revised questions 1.2d & 2.2f were opened to all countries, acknowledging that many countries have sub-national regulations and authorities, even if the countries are not federal.  
	As per 2020.

	Qs 2.1e, 2.2c & 2.2d: gender at national, sub-national and transboundary levels. 
	These three questions were merged into a single question 2.2d. In the baseline, most countries reported the same or similar scores at each level, so three questions did not add significant value. The merging of these three questions created space for two additional questions (see below). 
	As per 2020

	- 
	New question 2.2d on vulnerable groups. This captures an element of stakeholder participation which is important in the context of ‘leave no-one behind’ – one of the key principles of Agenda 2030. 
	As per 2020.

	- 
	New question 4.2d on sub-national or basin budgets for IWRM elements, acknowledging the importance of funding being available at more ‘operational’ levels. 
	As per 2020.

	-
	-
	Additional free-text field on “climate change considerations” for questions 1.1c, 2.1b, 2.1e, 3.1e, and 4.1b,  (as described in the survey) 



For clarity, minor amendments have been made to: some threshold descriptions; guidance in the free-text fields; glossary (Annex A of Survey).



[bookmark: _ANNEX_3:_6.5.1]ANNEX 3: 6.5.1 SURVEY LINKS TO OTHER SDG INDICATORS
	Survey question 
	Linked to SDG target 

	1.2c, 2.2e, 3.2d, 4.1c
	Transboundary questions linked to SDG indicator 6.5.2. 

	2.2b local level public participation 
	6.b: Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water and sanitation management. 

	2.2d gender in laws/plans or similar 
	Question A14.a in the GLAAS survey. 5.5: Ensure women’s full and effective participation and equal opportunities for leadership at all levels ... in political, economic and public life.

	3.1a national monitoring of water availability 
	6.4: By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity. 

	3.1b sustainable and efficient water use management 
	

	3.1c pollution control 
	6.3: By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally. 

	3.1d management of water-related ecosystems 
	6.6: By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes. 

	3.1e management instruments to reduce impacts of water-related disasters 
	11.5: By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of people affected and substantially decrease the direct economic losses relative to global gross domestic product caused by disasters, including water-related disasters, with a focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable situations. 
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